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Introduction 

 
Apart from religious freedom, the opportunity to own land was perhaps the single greatest 
motivation for many of our country’s earliest immigrants to abandon their homelands and risk 
their lives to embark on a dangerous journey to an unsettled wilderness. Thus, as I sought to 
uncover more of the history of my ancestors’ journey to Pennsylvania and settlement in Berks 
County, I went to the land records to build on the story.  Land records are not as well-published 
as church records and census records, but are as important in reconstructing the immigrants’ 
paths. 
 
This research effort began as a narrow search for the location of land warranted by my earliest 
ancestor in the Oley Hills area of Berks County. As I came to understand the vast land record 
data on the website of the Pennsylvania Historic & Museum Commission, the goal evolved 
into the completion of a connected warrant tract map of the whole of Pike and District 
Townships in order to establish names of neighbors, distances to churches and position relative 
to waterways.  The assemblage process transformed into something akin to completing a 
jigsaw puzzle and I found it to be interesting challenge to reconnect the work of the 18th and 
19th century surveyors and draftsmen of all of these tracts who had done their work to the best 
of their ability, but never put all of the pieces together. 
 
The objective of this work is to assemble a connected map of original warrantees who, at a 
minimum, reached the point in the land acquisition process of having applied for and been 
granted a warrant from the Proprietaries or the Commonwealth, and completed a survey.  
While some of these original warrantees went on to complete the land acquisition process 
through the return of the survey, certification by the surveyor general and payment of agreed 
fees and interest, many other warrantees either sold or vacated their claim. In extreme cases, 
the warranted, surveyed parcel was patented more than a century after the original warrant was 
issued. Also, quite often, the original parcel was subdivided and patented in several parts.  The 
choice of using the original warrantees and not final patentees, was to create a record of the 
settler name, land location and settlement sequence of the earliest land transactions by 
individuals settling in the “Oley Hills” area of Berks County, which can serve to establish the 
presence of these individuals and families in this area to augment other historical records such 
as church registers, census rolls, and military rolls.  While I have gathered final patent 
information on some of these parcels, that work is incomplete and so not presented here.  The 
reader can search on the PHMC website using the individual names and survey numbers 
presented herein and generally find some information that can enable the establishment of the 
final patentee and date of patent. 
 
The first acknowledgement I need to make is how incredibly crucial platting/mapping software 
was to this effort.  For this project, I employed DeedMapper 4.0 Land Platting & Mapping 
software by Direct Line Software.  This product made not only made parcel creation and 
manipulation easy, but the company can also provide current-day map backgrounds to enable 
the user to locate the parcels relative to modern-day physical references. The modern-day map 
background provided by DeedMapper included 100% of District Township, virtually 100% of 
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Pike Township, but only a portion of Oley Township. Nonetheless, the Oley portion was 
sufficient to provide landmark information to cross-reference with information in the surveys. 
 
There were many challenges to putting this assemblage of 288 individual surveys warranted 
over nearly a century.  First, there were inconsistencies in survey dimensions between many 
adjacent parcels.  In most of these instances a line which was common to two adjacent parcels 
would be measured at a different length, or at a different bearing or both. Generally, I solved 
this by assuming that later-occurring surveys were more accurate than earlier ones. 
 
A key challenge to accurate orientation of these parcels on a modern map was the correction 
for magnetic deviation. Given the survey methods of the 18th century,  these surveys were 
performed using a compass to establish bearings, thus all of the orientation, relative to modern 
maps was in error by the angular difference between magnetic north and true north, or 
magnetic declination.  The amount of magnetic declination changed over time.  DeedMapper 
made this somewhat manageable through a function that allows the user to apply one 
declination to all parcels.  The final declination adjustment I chose was based on reviewing the 
table of  declination measures for Philadelphia in the latter half of the 18th century (provided by 
DeedMapper), and then making adjustments until parcels lined up with waterway references 
from the surveys as closely as possible.  This number turned out to be -4.0. (The reason that 
there is no parcel #1, is that the software uses that position for the declination entry.) 
 
Another challenge was to find all of the pieces of the “puzzle”.  As the map shows, within this 
connected group, I was unable to locate a warrant, application or survey for five parcels within 
the modern Pike and District borders, which I have denoted with the letters ‘A’ through ‘E’ on 
the map. Further information as to the possible original warrantees for these five parcels are 
contained in an table contained herein.  In addition, the surveys for two parcels (#9 - Yost 
Yoder, and #209 – John Garver) were not found. For the Yoder parcel, I relied on the 
dimensions of the surrounding surveys, plus information from a survey map of Oley Township 
dated 1740 to draw this parcel (see reference to Philip Pendleton book below).  For the Garver 
parcel, I ordered a copy of the patent and used the survey description therein. 
 
Also note that the dates in the reference table are the basis for the sorting, and determine the 
order of the parcel numbering.  If it appears that these sometimes look slightly out of order, 
DeedMapper assumes that dates before  years prior to1752 use the Julian calendar, and so 
converts them to the Gregorian calendar automatically when it sorts. (See footnote 1 below.) 
 
One of the powerful features of DeedMapper is the ability to filter parcels by the date of the 
warrant.  This enables one to build a time-sequence of the settlement of Pike and District 
Townships and the surrounding area.  To help the reader better understand this sequence of 
settlement, I have produced a time-filtered map as of the first day of each decade from 1720 
through 1780 (which I chose because the issuance of warrants stopped in 1776 as the 
Revolutionary War broke out, and did not resume until 1782). Less than 10% of the warrants in 
this map were issued after that date. 
 
Additionally, I would like to acknowledge a few key references that I found particularly useful 
in the preparation of this work: 
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 Pennsylvania Land Records, A History and Guide for Research by Donna Bingham 

Munger.  This volume provides so much basic information on the process of land 
distribution practiced by the Penn family over the 18th century.  For a novice to this 
subject, it is must-read material. 

 Early Landowners of Pennsylvania: Atlas of Township Warranty Maps of Berks 
County, PA  by Sharon MacInnes, Ph. D.  This collection of maps provided me some 
important reference points for Rockland and Longswamp Townships, and helped with 
building the northern section of this map. 

 Oley Valley Heritage, The Colonial Years by Philip E. Pendleton.  The mapping that is 
contained in the research in this book gave me the starting point for the map.  This book 
also contained a reprint of the 1740 Survey Map of Oley Township which provided 
additional reference points of early Oley Township warranted parcels which helped me 
in the placement of parcels on the modern map. 

 Berks County, Pennsylvania Land Warrants, 1730 – 1868 by Frederic G. Paul and 
Jeffrey J. Howell.  This little spiral-bound book contains a database of warranted Berks 
County land tracts for which the patenting process was never completed, or for which 
patent fees were still owed.  The source of these records is the land lien dockets that 
were ordered by law to be created in the mid-1860’s. 

 
In addition to these resources, I found a helpful hand-drawn tract map of Oley Township on 
www.usgwarchives.org/pa/berksp/2picts/oley02.jpg which is attributed to Phoebe Hopkins. 
Once again, this was helpful in the positioning of parcels in the western portion of Pike 
Township on a modern map, through “anchoring“ to this previous work on the bordering Oley 
parcels. 
 
My final acknowledgement is to my distant cousin, Betty (Schoch) Burdan of Berks County, 
with whom I connected a few years ago, some 150 years after our branches of the family 
separated, whose branch remained in Berks County, while mine moved west.  She originally 
pointed me to the PHMC website and got me going on this research. 
 
It is my hope that others will benefit from this research, and maybe a few will be intrigued 
enough to add to it.  Comments, suggestions or advice on this work are welcomed at any time 
 
Steve Schoch 
8-August-2010 
sjschoch1@verizon.net 
 

1. Note from DeedMapper on date sorting: If you sort on a date be aware that in the years prior to 1752, dates from January 1st to 
March 24th are interpreted as Old Style and are converted to New Style for sorting purposes.  For example, February 11, 1732 (or 
1732/33) is treated as February 11, 1733.  This is done in order to give a more natural sorting order.  The English speaking world 
used the Julian calendar until 1752 when it converted to the Gregorian.  This resulted in January 1st becoming the first day of the 
new year rather than March 25th as had been the custom. 

 

Note on 10-October-2011 revision:  In the first publication, I discovered that one parcel 
(#142) was incorrectly placed in the numbered maps on pages 9-14.  The database was 
correct, but the map number labels did not match for parcels #95 through #142.  This revision 
corrects that error. 
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